THE   JOURNAL
OF
A   TOUR    TO    THE:   HEBRIDES
WITH
SAMUEL   JOHNSON, LL.D.
DR. JOHNSON had for many years given me hopes that we should go together, and visit the Hebrides1. Martin's Account of those islands had impressed us with a notion that we might there contemplate a system of life almost totally different from what we had been accustomed to see; and, to find simplicity and wildness, and all the circumstances of remote time or place, so near to our native great island, was an object within the reach of reasonable curiosity. Dr. Johnson has said in his Joiirnc)?, ' that he scarcely remembered how the wish to visit the Hebrides was excited;' but he told me, in summer, 176^, that his father put Martin's Account into his hands when he was very young, and that he was much pleased with it. We
1 See ante. i. <2i and ii. «2.from Sir William Forbes to the authour. Co
